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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF TOBACCO. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Str,—Having for a considerable period been engaged, at times, 
upon a work yet in manuscript, entitled “A Treatise, Historical, Lite- 
rary, Botanical and Medical, upon Tobacco,” I have been surprised to 
find how much more extensive is its bibliography than I had supposed. 
lam consequently induced, both as a literary curiosity and as a guide 
for those who may have it-in their power to consult or procure them, to 
give an account of those productions which have been expressly written 
upon Tobacco since its discovery in the island of St. Domingo, during 
the first voyage of Christopher Columbus. The compilation has been 
the occasional occupation of several years, and is made up from a variety 
of sources ; from lists of public Jibraries and private collections, from 
catalogues of booksellers, from medical works, and from bibliographical 
publications, among which last may be particularly mentioned the Biblio- 
theca Britannica, of Dr. Robert Watt, a work of great research and ex- 
cellent conception, and if imperfect in some of its parts, such as giving 
the titles of the books, in the third and fourth volumes, without the names 
of the authors, yet containing information concerning English literature 
which might in vain be sought for elsewhere. 3 

The following bibliography shows how much has been written on the 
subject of tobacco, and how interesting a volume might at this day be 
produced in regard to it by one who could avail himself of the materials. 
which are and have been in existence concerning it. I shall place first 
the year, then the author’s name, and lastly the title of the book and its 
size. In some casesI have not been able to ascertain the authors’ 
names, in others the titles of the books, and in others their size, which, of 
course, render the article to that degree imperfect; it is, however, so far 
as I know, the most complete bibliographical record of tobacco that has 
hitherto been in print, and as such I hope it may not prove uninteresting 
to the readers of your Journal. 

1496. Romanus Pane. Treatise. on Tobacco, under the name of 
Cohobba, or Cozobba, and Gioia. This is the earliest work on tobacco 
of which we have any account ; but the existence of any such formal dis- 
sertation is somewhat apochryphal. . Schlozerz refers to it in his Brief- 
wechsel (vol. iil, p. 136), and this reference is copied by Professor Beck- 
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mann in his Anleitung zur Technologie, but other than this there appears 
to be noclue to any such monograph. It is more probable that what 
mention Pane makes of tobacco is in a work he actually wrote u 
Hayti and its inhabitants. He was a poor hermit, as he styled himself, 
of the order of St. Jeronimo, and was among the missionaries who ac- 
‘companied Father Boil on Columbus’s first voyage, and with Juan Bor- 
gonon, a Franciscan friar, remained in Hayti, when their superior, with 
an ua-apostolic dread of hardships and privations, went back to Europe 
with the great discoverer. Afterwards Romanus Pane himself returned 
to Spain, and upon his arrival published a crude dissertation, as Irving 
calls it (Life and Voyages of Columbus, vol.i., b. vi. ch. x. p. 375, 
376), on the characteristics and customs of the people among whom he 
had visited as preacher of “ glad tidings.” Dr. Watt gives no account of 
the publication of any such work, or the existence of any such person, 
but the dissertation referred to by Irving is styled Escritura de Frat 
Roman pobre heremito. Have any of the readers of the Boston Medt- 
cal and Surgical Journal seen such a work, or extracts from it? And if 
so, the original work itself, or a translation? And where and when was 
either published, and in what form ? : | 
1565. Charles Stephens. ‘Tractatus de Tabaci. [ have never seen 
nore than the title to this work, and‘do not know where it was published. 
1577. Jaques Gohorri. Traité des Vertus et Propriétes du Petum, 
appelé en France |’Herbe a la Reine, ou Medicée. Paris, 8vo. | 
1583. Giles Everhard. De Herba Panacea, quam alii Tabacum, 
alii Petum aut Nicotianum vocant, brevis commentariolus, quo admirande 
stirpis facultates et usus explicantur. Antwerp. [In 1659 an edition in 
12mo. was published in London.] 
1587. Evartus. De Pana Reu [a name given to tobacco 
in 1573]. Antwerp. 
1595. William Barlow. A Treatise describing the Nature of To- 
bacco. London, 8vo. 
1599. Henry Buttes, M.A. Diet’s Dry Dinners, &c. London, 
12mo. 
1610. Edmund Gardiner, M.D. Trial of Tobacco; expressing its 
in Physic. London, 4to. | 
1614. Joshuah Sylvester. ‘Tobacco Battered and the Pipes Shat- 
tered (about their ears that idel idolize so base and barbarous a weed ; 
or at leastwise over love so loathesome a vanitie), by a volley of holy 
shot thundered from Mount Helicon. London, 12mo. : : 
1614. William Barclay, M.D. Nepanthes, or the Vertues of To- 
‘bacco. Edinburgh, @vo. 
1616. John Deacon. Tobacco Tortured in the Filthy Fumes of 
Tobacco refined. London, 4to. 
1617. . -- Drinking and Smoking ; a solemn, jovial 
Disputation, briefly shadowing the Law of Drinking. London. At the 
sign of the Red Eyes. [This work was sold at auction, in 1835, in 
London, for £105. See Waldie’s Portfolio, Part ii., No. v.,p. 71.] 
1617. The Smoking Age with the Life and Death 
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ef Tobacco. London. At the Signe of Teare-Nose. [This book was 
also sold at auction, in London, in 1835, and brought £3.58.) 00 
1622. John Neander. Tabacalogia; hoc est Tabaci seu Nicotiaux * 
descriptio Medica et ejus Preparatio, et Usus in omnibus Corporibus 
Humanis incommodis. Ludg. Bat. ap Elz. 4to. [ln 1644 another 
edition, in quarto, was published at the Hague.] ) 
1622. Ralph. Thorius. Hymaas Tabaci et Cheimonopegnion ; a 
Winter Song. Leyden, 4to. [Editions were also published, in Leyden, 
in 1623 and 1628, and in London, in octavo, ia 1627; in Utrecht, in 
12mo., ia 1644; and in London, Anglicé et Latiné, in 1651.) ) 
1626. Lesus. — . Paris. 
1630. Thomas Randolph, M.A. Dialogue betweea Wine, Ale, 
Beer and Tobacco, London, 4to. 
1638. Thomas Venner. Via Recta ad Vitam Longam, &c. Lon- 
don, 4to. 
1638. -——— Braun. Smoke of Tobacco. Giess. 


1644. R. Evarti. Ultra). 
1645. L. Ferrant. On Souff. Bourges. 
1645. J.J. Gufferri. . Palermo. 


1650. A. Vitalioni. Abuse of Tobacco. Rom. : 

1650. Fi. Lampagnano. 

1651. Peter Hausted, M.A. Hymnus Tabaco; a Poem in honor 
of ‘Tobacco. London, sm. 8vo. | 

1657. Sir Henry Blount. An Epistle in Praise of Tobacco and 
Coffee. London, 8vo. 

1657. Walter Ramsey. Organum Salutis, or Experiments on the 
Virtue of Coffee and Tobacco. London, 8vo. ) 

1657. William Ramsay. Organon Salutis, an Instrument to cleanse 
the Stomach ; with new Experiments on Tobacco and Coffee. London, 
12mo. [Editions were also published in 1659, 1664. 

1657. J. Balde. Abuse of Tobacco. Monach. SN 

1658. Jo. Christ Magnenus. Exercitationes de Tabaco. Hag. 
12mo. 

1659. A&gidus Evartus. Panacea; or the Universal Medicine, be- 
ing a discovery of the Wonderful Virtues of Tobacco taken in a pipe, 
&c. London, Svo. 

1660. Jacobus Tappius. Oratio de Tabaco. Helmst., 4to. 

1661. C. Von Mander. [Dissertatio de Tabaco.] Hafn. 

1665. S. Paul. [Tractatus contra Tabaco.] fa. 

1665. Simon Pauli. [Another work.] Argent. 3 

1667. . Frederici, [Tractatus de Nicotiaux Tabaci.] _ Jeux. 

1669. B. Stella. [Storia del Tabacco, concernante Ja sua Scoperta, 
e la Maniera di Coltivarlo.] Rom. 

1672. King James I., of England. Counterblast to Tobacco. Lon- 
don, 4to. [This treatise was included in his collected works, in folio, in 
1616, and previously had been published anonymously by itself.) 

1672. Edmund Maynwaring, M.D. Discourse that Tobacco is the 
Cause of Scurvy. London, 8vo. 
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1676. Thomas Glover, Surgeon. Manner of Planting Tobacco i in 
Virginia. Phil. ‘Trans. Abr. ii., p. 8301. London, 4to, 

1682. ; Coffee, Tea, Chocolate, Tobacco, their 
Natural History. London, 4to. 

1682. Dorstenius. [‘Tabaci Nicotiaux de Usu. Marburg. 

1685. Henry Mundy. Commentarii de Aére Vitali, Esculentis, et 
Potulentis, cum Corollario de Parergis in victu et Chocolatu, Thea, Cof- 
fea, Tobaca. Leyden, 8vo. 

1690. Joannes Ignatius Worp Beinterie Van Peima, M.D. Ta- 
bacolagia, ofte Korte Verhan Delenge over de Tabak, Defselvsdengd, 
gebruyk ende kennisse ; Waar door aangeweasen woord’t een wegh om 
lang vroolyk, ende gesond te leeven. Gravenhage, 12mo. 

1691. Richard Carr, M.D. Epistole Medicinales Variis Occasioni- 
bus scripte. London, 8vo. [In this work, among other things, Dr. Carr 
declaims at some length against tobacco.] 

1692. Th. Schoon. Waare AMfferring en Ontlediag der Planten. 
Gravenhage, 8vo. 

1693. E. Baillard. Discours du: Tabac, avec des Raleonsbibhns 
Physiques sur les Vertus et sur les Effets de cette Plante, et de ses divers 
Usages dans la Medecine. Paris, 12mo. 

1699. Guy Crescent Fagon. Au Frequens Nicotiaux Usus Vitam 
abbrevet ? Paris. 

1701. Strachan. On the Planting and Culture of Tobacco 
in Ceylon. Phil. Trans. Abr. iv., p. 667. London, 4to. 

1702. Aloysio Fabra. De Tabaci Usu. Ferrar, Ato. 

1710. Hecquet. [Dissertatio de Nicotiaux Tabaci.] Paris. 

1716. John Henry Cohaussen. Dissertatio de Pica Nasi sine Ta- 
baci Sternutatorii moderno Abusu et Noxa. Amstel., 12mo. [In this 
treatise Cohaussen labors to show that the passion of snuff-taking i is a dis- 
ease of the nostrils !] 

1720. . Use and Abuse of Tobacco. Lond., 8vo. 

1721. Leonh. F. Meisner. De Coffee, Chocolate, Thee, ac Nico- 
tiaux, Usu, &c. Norimb., 12mo. 

1730. Jos. Stahl. [De Usu Tabaci.] Erford. 

1733. Joseph Lacy. Observations on the Nature, Use ad Trade 
of Tobacco. Dunk., fol. 

1733. John Stedman, Surgeon. Remarks on the External Use p 
Tobacco. Edinburgh Medical Essays, vol. ii., p. 45, 8vo. 

1744. M. De Garbenfeld. [De Usu Tabaci.] ‘Argent. 

1744, Juncker. [On Chewing ‘Tobacco.] Hal. 

1745. John Gottlier Kriger. Gedancken Vom Coffee, Thee und 
Toback. Hal., 8vo. [Second Edition in 1746.] 

1745. . Treatise on Tobacco, Tea, Coffee and 
Chocolate. [London, 8vo.] , 

1746. Dr. James. Against Tobacco and Tea, translated fib the 
original Latin of Simon Paulli. London. — 

1750. Thomas Short, M.D. Discourse on Tea, Sugar, Milk, Made- 
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Wines, Spirits, Punch, Tobacco, with Plain and Useful Rules for eee 
try People. London, 8vo. 

1750. Lang guth. [Abuse of Tobacco.] Viteb, 

1758. Nicholas Gavellus Storia Distinta, e Curiosa del Tabacco, 
concernante la sua Scoperta, la Introduzione in Europa, e la Maniera di 
Coltivarlo, Conservalo, e Preparlo. Pesaro, 8vo. 

1760. Rev. Laurence Sterne. On Tobacco. London, 8vo. 
4761. Sir John Hill, M.D. Cautions against. the Immoderate Use 
of Snuff, &c. London, 8vo. 

1761. Triller. {Abuse of Tobacco.] Viteb. 

1762. Matthew Turner, Surgeon. On the Use of Ascarides by the 
Use of Tobacco Fumes in the form of Clyster. Med. Obs., vol. ii., 

307. 

° 1762. John Evans, M.D. ‘History of an Obstinate Affection of the 
Bowels cured by the injection of a Decoction of Tobacco. Med. 
Comm., vol. vi., p. 332. 

1779. Jonathan Carver, Esq. A Treatise on the Culture of the 
Tobacco Plant, with the Manner, &c. London, 8vo. 

1780. R. Hamilton. De Nicotiaux Viribus in Medicina, &c. Ed- 
inburgh, Svo. 

1780. J. L. Christ. Patriotische Nachriten, &c., or Patriotical Ac- 
counts and Instructions concerning the Profitable Culture of Tobacco. 
[In German.} Francof. 

1781. Thomas Kilgour, Surgeon. The History of a Case in which 
Worms in the Nose, productive of alarming Symptoms, were eucclinay 
removed by the Use of Tobacco. Med. Com., viii., 75. 

1785. Thomas Fowler, M.D. Medical Reports of the Effects of 
Tobacco. Londdh, 8vo. 

1786. P. Grant, ‘Surgeon. Effects of Tobacco employed for Psora. 
Med. Comm., vol. xi., p. 327. 

1788. Thomas Garnett, M.D. History of a Case of Dropsy cured 
by the use of the Infusum Nicotiaux. Med. Comm., vol. xvi., p. 271. 

1789. A Gent. of the University of Oxford. A Treatise upon the 
Herb Tobacco, &c. London, 8vo. 

179). — . Memoire sur le Tabac, etc. Journal de 
Physique. Paris, 8vo. 

1793. Robert Bishopric, Surgeon. Case of an Ascites of six months’ 
continuance, cured in a month, by the exhibition of an Infusion of To- 
bacco. Med. Comm., vol. xviil., p. 382. 

1793. : History of a Case of Anasatca, cured by 
an Infusion of Tobacco. Med. Comm., vol. xviii., p. 379. 

1793. Benjamin Rush, M.D. Observations on Tobacco. Phila- 
delphia, Svo. 

1795. Isaac Hawkins Browne. Poem upon a a Pipe of Tobacco. 
London, 8vo. 

1795. A. P. Wilson, M.D. An Experimental Essay on the Man- 
ner in which Opium and Tobacco act on ahs living animal oe ‘En- 
burgh, 8vo, [Second edition, Winchest., 1804.) 
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1797. Adam Clarke, LL.D. F.A.S. Dissertation on the Use and 
Abuse of 'Fobacco. London, 8vo. 

1799. William Blair, Surgeon.’ An Obstruction of the G&sophagus 
removed by a havens Clyster,on the third day after the accident. Me- 
moirs Med., vol. v., p. 328. 

1799. Prudentius Amaralius. De Cultura Herbe Nicotiaux in Bra- 
xilia, &c. Ulyssipon, Svo. 

1800. R. Hamilton, M.D. De Nicotiaux Viribus in Medicina, &c. 
Edinburgh, 8vo. 

1800. G. Orchestikos. A Poetical Epistle in Praise of Tobacco. 
London, 8vo. 

1800. Wm. Tatham. An Historical and Practical Essay on the 
Culture and Commerce of Tobacco. London, 8vo. 

1805. Benj. Waterhouse, M.D. The Evil Tendency of the Use of 
Tobacco. Cambridge, 8vo. 

_ 1808. Robert Hallett. On the Use of Tobacco-water in preserving 
Fruit Crops by destroying Insects. Nicholson’s Journal, vol. xix. 

1809. Citoyen Vauquelin. Analysis of the Nicotianx Tabacum La- 
tifolia et Angustifolia. Annales de Chimie. Paris, July, 8vo. 

1810. Medicus. Remarks on the History and Use of Tobacco. 
London Medical and Physical Journal, vol. xxiv., 8vo. 

1811. The same Essay continued.  Ibid., vol. xxv. 

1812. Citoyen Vauquelin. Analysis of Manufactured Tobacco. 
Annales du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, tom. xiv., Svo. 

1817. Watterston. Memoir on the ‘Tobacco Plant. 
Washington. 

1819. Jacob Bigelow, M.D. An Article on Tobacco i in American 
Medical Botany, vol. ii. , part iil. Boston, 8vo. 

1821. Hermstadt. Discovery of Nicotiani. Schweigger’s 
Journ. fur Chem. xxxi., 441. 

1826. . An Essay on Tobacco. Asiatic Journal, 
vol. xxii. London, 8vo. 

1827. Posseltand Reinmann. Analysis of Tobacco Leaves. Gmelin’s 
Hand. de Chem. ii., 1303. 

1835. Landerer. Composition of Nicotianin. Pharm. Cen- 
tral-Blatt, s. 890. 

1835. Jonathan Allen, M.D. An Essay on Narcotic Substances, 
embracing Intoxicating Liquids, Tobacco, &c. Middlebury, Vt., Svo.- 

1836. C. C. Antz. Tabaci Historia ; ; Dissertatio 


Berol, 4to. 
Gail. Composition of Nicotina. Ph. Central-Blatt, 


1836. 
s. 499. 

1838. Charles Knowlton, M.D. Tobacco defended as a Luxury. 
Boston Investigator, vol. vii., No. 47. 

1838. R.D. Mussey,M.D. Essay on the Influence of Tobacco 
on Life and Health. Boston, 12mo. 

1888. MM. Parent Duchatelet et D’Arcet. Memoire sur les Veri- 
tables Influences que le Tabac peut avoir sur Santé des Ouvriers occu- 
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pés aux differens Préparations qu’on lui fait subir. Annales d’ Hygiene, 
tom. 1., parti. Paris, Syvo. 

1840. Henry Wilson Cleland, M.D. On the History and Praper- 
ties, Chemical and Medical, of Tobacco; a Probationary Essay pre- 
sented to the Faculty of Physicians. Glasgow, 4to. 

1842. Rev. O. Fowler, A.M. A Disquisition on the Evils of Using 
Tobacco, &c. Boston, 8vo. 

I have been unable to ascertain the year of the following publications : 

—— Dr. Barnham. Directions for raising Tobacco in Jamaica. 

—— Observations sur le Tabac, par Otten Hebrigius. Col. de 
?Acad., tom. iii., p. 448. 

Observations sur le Propriété qu’a la fumée de Tabac. de 
guerir les Ulcéres des Jambes, par Docteur J. C. Frammannus. Ibid., 
tom. iii., p. 623. 

—— Obs. sur un Maniaque guére par la fumée du Tabac, par 
M. Leclelius. Ibid., tom. vii., p. 625. 

Besides the foregoing treatises on tobacco, there are a variety of works 
of an encyclopedic character, in which this vegetable production finds a 
more or less particular notice, according to the size of the compilation. 
As, for example, Rees’s Cyclopedia or Universal Dict., vol. xxvi., Art. 
Nicotiana, and vol. xxvii., Art. Tobacco. Edinburgh Encyclopedia, 
vol. xii., p. 430, and vol. xvii., p. 41. Chambers’s Encyclopedia, &e., 
vol. 1i., Art. Tobacco. Gregory’s Dict. Arts and Sciences, vol. ii., Art. 
Nicotiana. Encyclopedia Britannica, vol. xv., p. 7—12; vol. xii., p. 
751 ; vol. iv., p. 119. Universal Dict. of Trade and Commerce, by 
Malachy Posthelwayt, vol. ii., p. 790 et seq. [London, 1751, fol.] 
The London Ej”icycl. or Univers. Dict., &c. vol. xxii., p. 134, et seq. 
Encyclopédie, ou Dictionnaire Raisonné des Sciences, des Arts, et des 
Metiérs, par M. Diderot et M. d’Alembert, tom. xv., p. 753 et seq. 

invourne, 1775, fol., 3d edit.) Dict. Universel du Commerce, par 

M. Savary, tom. ii., Art. Tabac. (Paris, 1723, fol.) These references 
might be made so numerous that I shall not pursue them further ; and 
in fact to cite all the literary, historical, botanical and medical works in 
which tobacco is incidentally or particularly mentioned, would present a 
list so formidable that the foregoing would appear as nothing in compari- 
son to it. In poetry, there would be references to the classic writers of 
all modern nations, and the doggerel rhymesters of the obscenest newspa- 
pers ; in law, a field would open from the enactments of James I. to a 
late order of the Tennessee Legislature forbidding smoking during busi- 
ness hours; in divinity, one would range, in this country, from Cotton 
Mather’s Christian Philosopher, where that reverend gentleman dis- 
courses especially on the weed, to Parson Polyglot’s last sermon on the 
propriety of abjuring filthy tobacco, and putting the money, thus saved, 
into the missionary box for the heathen. As it respects the Materia 
Medica, no comprehensive treatise has been written upon it for the last 
two hundred and fifty years in which tobacco does not find a place; and 
to refer to all such notices would require the entire pharmacological cata- 
logues of Burdach, Reuss, Roy, Ploucquet, Dierbach, Pereira, and 
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others who have compiled bibliographical lists of that character. _ I shall 
not, therefore, draw the present article to any greater length, and indeed 
it has already extended much farther than I anticipated. ) 

Shelburne Falls, Ms., Feb. 23, 1844. SrepHen J. W. Tasor. 


EPIDEMIC ERYSIPELATOUS FEVER.—NO. IIL.» 
By J. A. Allen, M.D., Middlebury, Vermont. 


j}Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. |] 


History.—By the history of this disease, it is not designed to embrace 
anything more than a general statement of its character as it has occur- 
red under the writer’s own observation, or in the section of country in 
his immediate vicinity ; although he entertains an opinion that in its 
general features and pathological character there is a remarkable simi- 
larity, if not an identity, in all the places of its occurrence, varying in 
different places more in the degree of violence than in its essential 
character. 

Its first occurrence, in this place, was in the winter of 1825 and 26, 
at which time the town contained not far from three thousand inhabitants, 
and it is very certain that not less than five hundred genuine cases 
occurred. Jt commenced early in December. ‘The two first instances 
were produced by a local lesion, viz., boring the ears, and from this cause 
resulted a violent pyrexia and an erysipelatous inflammation covering the 
integuments of the whole face and head. They recovered. Other 
cases without any obvious cause immediately ensued, and by the last of 
January the complaint became very rife. At about this period, the 
greatest number were sick, and as the weather became more mild the 
epidemy abated. ‘Thirty-five deaths occurred in town from the first of 
January till the first of April, Of this number, probably, thirty were 
caused by the prevailing disease. Indeed, as it has been universally ob- 
served, all other diseases became amassed in the prevalent affection. 
Hence, most of the child-bed cases which happened at this time were 
within three or four days after confinement attacked with chills, rigors and 
febrile heat, and all the other symptoms of severe puerperal peritonitis. 
Of sixteen or seventeen of these cases, all died save two. Some, how- 
ever, who endured parturition, were not attacked with the disease. ‘Two 
of the first fatal instances of this form of disease, one a patient of Dr. 
Z. Bass, and the other a patient of mine, were subjected to autopsical 
examination, Jn each of these cases the post-mortem appearances 
were nearly identical. The abdominal viscera, generally, were engorged 
or in a state of hyperemia. The peritoneum and the uterus were quite 
livid, flaccid and easily torn. In one of the cases a patch three or four 
inches in diameter, apparently where the placenta had been attacked, 
was gangrenous. Of the particular local manifestations in the remaining 
fatal cases, not of the puerperal kind, except two, I am unable to give a 
definite account. Two, however, which occurred under my own obser- 
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vation, made too strong an impression on my mind ever to be effaced. In 
both, the local development was rare, and in one of these I could not: 
fail to feel the most intense interest on account of its.being my wife. In 
her case, after the ordinary chill and febrile excitement, the local mani- 
festation appeared in the throat and on the face; from this location it 
changed to the abdominal viscera, and finally removed and became per- 
sistent on the heart and pericardium. At first, this was evinced by 
great distress in this region, depressed, irregular and feeble action of the 
heart, arteries, and extreme dyspnoea. After several days, the precordial 
region began to become prominent, and the cartilages of the ribs on the 
left side near the xiphoid cartilage yielded, and a circular tumefaction or 
projection was presented, having a crimson and inflamed appearance. 
By tact on the elevated portion a fluid appeared to be contained within, 
and by auscultation a feeble, undulatory action of the heart was discovera- 
ble. ‘The true character of this prominence was not satisfactorily deter- 
mined. It appeared to have been the pericardium distended and render- 
ed thus prominent from the accumulation of some fluid intervening be- 
tween the heart and that viscus. Louis mentions a similar instance, and 
Dr. Hope thought in relaxed subjects such an event might occur. In 
this pathological condition, which gradually increased, she lingered about 
fifty days in extreme agony. Life was ultimately extinguished by parox- 
ysms of angina pectoris. During her protracted suffering paroxysms of 
this affection were not unfrequent. No autopsy was made, although | re- 
quested some of my medical friends to perform the examination. Such were 
their professional engagements as to prevent. ‘The other case, of a simi- 
lar local development, terminated in a few days by what the friends called 
fit.” | 
The next occurrence of the disease, which is the subject of these re- 
marks, in this section, was at Crownpoint, N. Y., about twenty miles 
from this place, on the opposite side of Lake Champlain. It commenced 
there in the early part of the winter of 1840 and 41, and continued into. 
May. ‘The incipient stage of the disease was usually marked by a chill 
- and succeeded by febrile heat and other phenomena commonly attendant 
on fever. Sometimes the attack commenced by sudden and severe pain 
in one of the extremities, followed by a general accession of fever. More 
often there were premonitory symptoms. ‘These were a slight catarrh and 
an erythematic efflorescence inthe throat. The local manifestations were 
of the erratic kind; and sometimes moved from one place to another 
suddenly. ‘These metastases in the course of a few hours would change 
the erotive character of the disease in relation to the anticipated event. 
A young man had a mild affection of the throat, with some fever. He 
was able to walk about. A repercussion to the abdominal viscera en- 
sued, and within twenty-four hours, as counsel, I found him with a feeble. 
indistinct pulse ; abdomen tense and sensitive ; extremities shrivelled and 
cold ; intellectual faculties clear; and great prostration of strength. He, 
continued only about fourteen hours longer. i 
- During this epidemic period in this place and its immediate vicinity, it 
was estimated that about a thousand cases occurred, most of which were 
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treated by Drs. Haile and Goodrich. About sixty deaths happened jin. 
the town during the winter, most of which, probably forty or fifty, were 
from the epidemic fever. The general course of treatment, so faras | 
have been able to ascertain, consisted principally in controlling the py- 
rexia, by the use of emetics, diaphoretics, mild cathartics, &c. Venes 
section was not often demanded, and mercurials rarely, if at all, used ex+ 
cept as cathartics. sia 

The summer of 1841 passed without any diseases being experienced 
in this region more than ordinary. In November, two severe cases of rath- 
er a singular character happened in Middlebury, and speedily terminated, 
fatally. These were soon followed by other attacks, and before the 
close of December, the disease became very common, and six deaths 
had occurred. The number who sickened increased till the first of Feb- 
ruary, when the sick list diminished till June, 1842, when it terminated. 
The number of epidemic erysipelatous cases which occurred in this 
town during its late prevalence, out of about three thousand and two 
hundred inhabitants, could not have been far from six hundred and fifty. 
The number of deaths caused by the epidemy at this period was thirty- 
four. The whole number of deaths from the first of January, 1842, till 
June, was fifty ; sixteen of which were from causes evidently disconnected 
with the epidemic disease. : 

Of the fatal cases, the local affection happened in twelve in the ab- 
dominal and hypogastric viscera, including five which were puerperal. 
The specific location was in the brain in six instances ; three in the lungs, 
and two in the larynx and trachea. ‘The particular location in the re- 
maining cases has not been ascertained. It is sufficient to say, that 
five or six of these were subjected to empirical or Thomsonian practice ; 
and, consequently, no account either of the local manifestations, or any 
other pathological phenomena, can be expected. , 

Several post-mortem examinations were made at an early period of this 
epidemic invasion ; and as | then took notes of the cases, and published 
them at the time, on this occasion I will simply quote the report: ‘In 
each instance of autopsy, engorgements or capillary congestions have 
been found in the tissue or organ on which the local affection had been 
manifested. In one case, which terminated with symptoms of compressed 
brain, in which the face and scalp had been very much swollen, the capilla- 
ries of the integuments of the head were surcharged with serum having a 
yellow tinge. The substance of the brain and its envelopes, although not 
so fully congested as might have been expected, presented unequivocal cha- 
racteristics of hyperemia or venous congestion. In another case which 
terminated with the local affection in the abdominal and thoracic viscera, 
subsequently to violent pyrexia, and an affection of the pharynx and 
tonsils—which latter affection by repercussion located on those organs— 
on dissection, the liver was found to be enlarged and surcharged—the 
peritoneal coat of which was spread over, to a very considerable extent, 
with an adherent substance, closely resembling aphthe of the mouth in 
the last stage of phthisis pulmonalis. The gastro-colic-epiploon, in pat- 
ticular, was remarkably surcharged with blood. ‘This, as well as other 
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parts over which the peritoneum is spread, presented a beautiful arbo- 
rescent appearance, showing clearly the character of the disease which 
thus enlarged, these minute capillaries.. Each of the lungs was en-~ 
gorged and much resembled, so far as respects lividity, melanosis. i 
surcharge of the respiratory organs was evidently the immediate cause of 
death in this instance; and in another, in which the individual had for 
many years been in the habit of using freely intoxicating liquors, the 
lungs, by autopsy, presented the same state of congestion. The sto- 
mach, too, as usual in such cases, was of a diminished size, and the mu- 
cous coat considerably engorged, and. about as livid as the representation 
given by Professor Sewall, in his ;third plate of the first No. of the 
Enquirer.’ 


LANE’S PHYSIOLOGY. 
[Communicated for the Boston Medical Sargica! Journal.) 


Arter the publications of Drs. Hayward, Gracom, Comstock, Coates, 
and others, we were not a little surprised by the wcent appearance of a 
new Physiology for schools ; nor was this surprise dminished on reading 
in the first sentence of the Preface (we always read Préces) that the au- 
thor undertook the work ‘ solely with the view of supplying a blank 
which was felt to exist in the education of the young,” ‘ee, Nor yet 
again, when we noticed on the opposite page that the copyright had 
been secured by one quite recently a publisher of Dr. Hayward’swork. 
Having a copy of Dr. Hayward’s book before us, we were int to 
examine to see what “ blank” he had left, and how our author had led 
it, In the first place, then, we find that an Introduction contamingan 
important exposition of the tissues, and three chapters—Absorption, 
trition, and Decay and Dissolution of the Body—are not to be found\ 
our author ; while in many other respects he has in a remarkable manne . 
followed the arrangement, adopted the leading facts and cases, and in 
some instances varied the expressions of Dr. Hayward only to mar their 
clearness ; while the “blank” is in a great measure supplied with 
irrelevant digressions under the imposing title of “ practical reflections, 
not always couched in the most delicate and refined expressions. Our 
author seems to have a laudable desire to impart useful knowledge to his 
“ young readers” and “little pupils,” and therefore, after intimating that 
it is improper “to bolt a huge junk of meat” (the italics are the au- 
thor’s), he takes good care in his chapter on Secretion to inform the lit- 
tle lads and misses why ladies’ dresses are soiled after a dance (p. 86), 
why negroes have a_ strong odor (p. 95), and closes the chapter with an 
explanation of the secretion of the urine, noticing by the way what sub- 
stances will affect its color and smell ! . fit subject, surely, for school-room 
discussions. ‘Those engaged in a course of intellectual culture” need 
feel no regret now ; the “blank ” is supplied. Further, to a somewhat 
lengthy and not always perfectly clear description of the brain and nerves, 
in which he “has not attempted to bewilder them” (the young) with 
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“ theories,” our author has appended some astute remarks on phrenology, 
mis-applying a case cited by Dr. Hayward ; given a “passing notice ” 
to the exploded humbug, animal magnetism; and then introduced the 
‘more recent theory ” Neurology, with the apparent endeavor not to be- 
wilder the “ enquirer and turn him aside from the truth.” It may be 
well, perhaps, to remind our author that the “ founder” of the “ theory ” 
he is so anxious to bolster up, had a fair and full opportunity to demon- 
strate his doctrines before a committee of the American Academy, ap- 
pointed for the purpose, and after long and tedious endeavors, at succes- 
sive meetings, failed utterly and entirely in every point. Perhaps this was 
a * blank” the author did not wish t@supply. ‘The modest assurance 
even of the most self-complacent will sometimes flag, for we find near 
the close of this chapter the following: “It is not the lesson that makes 
the school so irksome to the liife pupil—there are other things in the 
way; the confinement, the awkward position, the bad air of the room, 
with a moderate share of application, will tire out, any boy or girl in a 
couple of hours.” 

It would be easy, quité easy, to extend these remarks ; but enough— 
from what has been sdid it will be readily imagined how the rest of the 
“blank” has been fflled. A more puerile attempt to write down to the 
little pupils’? s4pposed mental capacities cannot be well conceived of ; 
the verbal torsns of sundry passages from Liebig, and Carpenter 
(whose ‘“spféndid works” have been so “carefully studied” that his 

lace of residence needs be mis-stated), hardly requiring a saving clause. 
f the bedk were free from errors; if it contained no such lucid definitions 
as thisy “‘ By Physiology is properly understood the phenomena of life, a 
knoytfedge of the duties to be discharged by living things in order that 
he may live” (Physiology the phenomena, a knowledge! not to 
mea’tion the dangers to “ living things ” from ignorance of their duties) ; if 
re were in it no such apt illustrations as, ‘The Pyramids of Egypt now 
stand as they have stood for thousands of years; they are inorganic” 
(The mummy-cases which they contained “ have” had “their origin” 
and “their end,’ and consequently were “ organic ”’) ; even if its 
“dress” be so “simple and attractive,” we see no good to come from 
its publication, since so much better are already in the market. We have 
too many books from the pens of penny-a-liners. The evil is great, and 
is not abating. Every little aspirant must get his name on a title-page 
—an author; reputably, if he can ; at all events, an author. The pub- 
lic suffer, the “little pupils” suffer; every prudent man should set bis 
face against the practice. : 

We hope, for the author’s own sake, for whom personally we have 
the kindest wishes—we hope for the sake of the profession, which should 
be deemed worthy of regard and honor—that he may be enabled to 
supply the “blank,” now felt by those who would hold him in estima- 
tion, by defining more satisfactorily the unpleasant position in which he 
has thus placed himself and some of his friends. ALPHA. 
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FATAL DISEASE OF THE HEART. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 
Srr,—I send you the following case, and if deemed worthy of a place 
in valuable Journal, it is at your service. 
enry D. Grove, aged 41 years, a German by birth, of strictly tempe- 
rate habits, and accustomed to labor, as well as much exercise of walking 
and riding, has complained for some six years past of paroxysms of 
breathlessness whenever he attempted to walk fast up hill, or exercise his 
arms (as in pitching hay) rapidly. These paroxysms were worse when 
his digestive organs were deranged, and hence he was in the habit of 
calling on me once or twice a year, as occasion required, for a few grains 
of blue pill, which almost uniformly relieved him for the time. About 
two years since I first saw him have a paroxysm, and from the pecu- 
liarity of his respiration I was fearful of some structural disease of the 
heart, and suggested to him the propriety of a formal examination by 
the stethoscope. The disease, however, making but little apparent pro- 
gress, this suggestion was not attended to until this winter (about two 
months before his death), when I examined his heart carefully, but could 
detect no irregularity either of rhythm or morbid sounds, and accordingly 
gave the opinion that there was no structural difficulty of the heart. His 
paroxysms had, however, become more severe and frequent, so that he 
had to walk carefully and slowly on level ground in order to avoid their 
frequent recurrence. His digestive organs were somewhat disturbed, 
which was attributed to his having had more than an ordinary good ap- 
petite, which he had indulged by eating freely of fresh meat. His bow- 
els were more free than usual, amounting, at times, to diarrhoea, and his 
tongue was slightly coated. On inquiry, he did not recollect suffering 
from any pain extending to the left arm, or any stricture across. the chest, 
though he had pain under the lower part of the sternum, much increased 
after a full meal, and a few days afterwards he informed me that he had 
slight pain at times extending to the arm. A discontinuance of a full 
diet, and for the tine an entire:disuse of meat, with an occasional use of 
the blue pill (four or five grains taken at night) was recommended. No 
improvement followed, except that his bowels became sluggish and after 
a time constipated. | ren 
On the 6th of February (being-a most ardent friend to improvement 
in his profession, agriculture) he attended the Rensselaer County. Agri- 
cultural Society at Troy, about twenty miles from his residence, and took 
an active part in its proceedings. he fatigue, however, increased the 
frequency'and severity of his paroxysms, and after his return they came 
on for the first time in the night during sleep, and they became so distress- 
. ing that he soon found it necessary to sleep bolstered almost erect in bed. 
He still continued to ride about several miles from home, and also to 
walk about his farm. On the 17th of February | gave him seven grains 
of calomel, which opened his. bowels next day, and, as he had found 
some temporary relief from the use of gin since his return from Troy, it 
was continued, and combined with gentian and senna. On the 20th of 
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February he felt better throughout the day than any day during the last six 
weeks, walked about his farm, and was lively and cheerful, attributing his 
improvement to the calomel taken two days before. Yet in the evening, 
while sitting in his chair, reading, he suddenly spoke as if he had pain in 
his bowels, and that they were about to be evacuated, and attempting to 
rise from his chair, fell and expired in a few moments. 

Sectio Cadaveris next morning—Rigor mortis perfect. Cadaveric 
hyperemia at all the depending surfaces. Countenance but little changed. 
On opening the chest, the lungs, though crepitant, were filled with fluid 
blood through all their capillary vessels, which ran out freely on cutting into 
their substance. The large veins were full of fluid blood, which ran out 
to the amount of two quarts or more on cutting into the cava. The heart 
appeared healthy and of the natural size; no imperfection of its internal 
structure could be detected. Slight ossifications were discovered in the 
internal coat of the aorta, about its arch. The stomach and bowels 
were empty and healthy, with the exception of being more pale than 
usual. ‘The omentum and mesentery were well coated with fat, and on 
the outside of the latter, was a substance as large as a small walnut, of the 
consistence and appearance of the brain, ina sac. The brain was also 
perfectly healthy, as far as could be discovered. No satisfactory cause of 
death could be discovered in any lesion which a most carefully-conduct- 
ed post-mortem examination could detect. Yet it was evident that the 
circulation was suddenly arrested, and with sufficient power to destroy 
life. Was it spasm of the heart? Or was it paralysis of this organ ? 
Either cause, if they ever exist (and why may they not, as well as in 
voluntary muscles?) would solve the mystery. A. Cook, M.D. 

Buskirk’s Bridge, N. Y., March 4, 1844, 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, MARCH 20, 1844. 


University of Maryland.—The Medical Department is under the con- 
trol of the Faculty of Physic, which has the power of filling its own va- 
cancies. No Professor can be removed but by a vote of three fourths of 
the whole Board of Regents, after a formal impeachment. The Regents 
of the University are composed of the members of the different Faculties, 
viz., arts, law, theology and physic. The Medical School has been in ope- 
ration about thirty-six years, and during that time has received grants 
from the Legislature in the form of lottery charters, remission of debts 
due, &c. It continued to acquire reputation and students until an un- 
happy interference by the Legislature compelled the whole Faculty to re- 
sign their places, which were subsequently filled by a new Faculty ap- 
pointed by a Board of Trustees, to which, by the act repealing the mi 
nal charter, the school had been entrusted. A suit instituted by the 
original Board of Regents testing the validity of the act by which the 
Trustees held their office and kept possession of the property of the Uni- 
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versity, resulted, in 1839, in favor of the Regents, and restored to them 
all the privileges of which they had been unconstitutionally deprived. 
The old Faculty of Physic, of course, resumed their places, and took 
charge of the School, almost wholly deserted, in the mean time, by its 
pupils, so that a class of three hundred had fallen to not more than thirty. 

Since 1839 the medical class has increased annually, and is at pre- 
sent a little more than one hundred. An attempt to rid. itself of what is 
esteemed a burden in the shape of an inefficient member of the Faculty, 
has produced temporary disturbance of that harmony which is essential 
for success, but the Faculty promise themselves much increase of patron- 
age and power, and material for teaching, from the. more favorable omen 
they now perceive, and from relief from many drawbacks they have ex- 
perienced within a few years past. | 

The School has attached to it an Infirmary which is in the immediate 
vicinity of the University, capable of containing seventy or eighty pa- 
tients, and furnishing much material for illustrating, by clinical teaching, 
the departments of Surgery and the Practice of Physic. This Infirmar 
is under the sole direction and control of the Faculty of Physic, and af- 
fords, what few schools possess, an opportunity for selecting at the discre- 
tion of the Faculty such cases as shall promise most benefit to the students. 
One half of the sick seamen are sent to its wards by order of Govern- 
ment. Dr. N. R. Smith (a son of the late Dr. Nathan Smith, of Yale 
College) has charge of the surgical patients during the session, and gives 
constant clinical instruction. He is an admirable surgeon, combining 
great manual dexterity with perfect self-possession and coolness. He is 
well fitted to meet successfully the great emergencies which the surgeon 
is so often called upon to encounter. Dr. Smith is also a capital teacher : 
plain, intelligible and practical; always ready to answer “ the great and 
small occasions,” which belong to public instruction. 

Anatomical material is abundant: the dissecting room opens in Octo- 
ber, and is well supplied until April. The Faculty, as at present consti- 
tuted, is composed of—R. W. Hall, Professor of Obstetrics; W. E. A. 
Aiken, Professor of Chemistry ; , Professor of Theory and 
Practice; N. R. Smith, Professor of Surgery; Samuel Chew, Professor 
of Materia Medica; Joseph Roby, Professor of Anatomy and Lecturer 
on Theory and Practice ; Wm. H. Stokes, Lecturer on Obstetrics ; G. W. 
Miltenberger, Demonstrator of Anatomy. 


New York Medical Society.—Dr. White’s Address on Insanity.— 
Among the variety of institutions which give character to the great State 
of New York, its Medical Society holds a prominent position. ee 
its members it embraces many of the most eminent and highly-gifte 
men in the Union. And it has been the policy of the Society, from the 
day of its organization, as we understand it, to elevate and sustain the 
members of the profession, and to frown upon ignorant pretenders. One 
of the customs of the Society is to have an annual address from some of 
its Fellows, generally the presiding officer, on any subject most agreeable to 
himself. Many of the past anniversary discourses are distinguished ef- 
forts, creditable to the country, and in after times are destined to be view- 
ed as essential links in the chain of medical literature in the United 
States. 
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On the Sth of February, Samuel White, M.D., the President, one of the 
proprietors of the Hudson Lunatic Asylum, delivered an address on the 
specific subject of insanity. If one of his experience could not speak 
with authority on that topic, it is difficult to say who could. 

In regard to this address, which is decidedly a creditable performance, 
we must reluctantly forego the publication of any extracts till other favors 
are disposed of. Weare so plied with books, pamphlets, and communi- 
cations, from all parts of the country, we scarcely know which to take hold 
of first. 


Anatomy of the Groin.—Messrs. Lindsay & Blackiston, of Philadel- 
phia, have favored the public with a well-executed book, entitled “ Draw- 
ings of the Anatomy of the Groin, with anatomical remarks, by W. Dar- 
rach, M.D., Professor of the Principles and Practice of Medicine in Penn- 
sylvania College, &c.’’ This is a new publishing house to us, but the 
first specimen of typography received from it, disposes us to believe that 
there is taste, discrimination and enterprise in the firm. Four litho- 
graphic plates are introduced, exceedingly well defined. The author 
says they were reduced from original drawings, made by M. Chasal, of 
Paris, in 1822—the dissections having been his own. Originally, the 
treatise was dedicated to the late very distinguished Dr. Physick. This is 
addressed to the class of the College with which Dr. Darrach holds an 
official connection. There is an elementary expression in some of the 
first chapters, which would give the work a preference with students, 
over those of a more elaborate character ; and ee, ber there is nothing 
in it foreign to the subject under consideration. It cannot be injurious 
to the fame of Dr. Darrach to say that there is no striking exhibitions of 
originality in his authorship, and yet we have not looked into any surgi- 
cal essay or treatise upon the subject of hernia, with more satisfaction 
than this. 

Messrs. Ticknor & Co. have it—a cheap book, which would prove a 
useful monitor and guide on every physician and surgeon’s table in the 
land. It is well printed, and comprises 127 large-sized octavo pages. 


Attempted Assassination of Dr. McDonald.—Dr. James McDonald, 
late physician to the Bloomingdale Retreat for the Insane, New York, was 
fired at, about two weeks since, by some one, who meant to assassinate 
him. It was in the evening, about 10 o’clock, just out of the city. The 
man came up from behind, presented a pocket pistol at the doctor’s head, 
and fired. The ball struck the petrous portion of the temporal bone, 
glanced forwards, went under the zygoma, and probably lodged in the an- 
trum ; at any rate, it has not been found, and the Drs. Parker, Post, &c., 
have concluded to let it remain. The doctor is not in immediate danger, 
but it is feared he will have a narrow chance yet. He keeps his room. 


Bloomingdale Retreat for the Insane.—Dr. Pliny Earle, of Philadel- 
pie is appointed Physician to the Bloomingdale Retreat, in place of Dr. 

ilson, resigned. ‘The Directors very foolishly require the incumbent to 
be a bachelor. If he gets married, or shows an inkling that way, he gets 
orders to quit—just as a Roman Catholic Priest, under like circumstances, 
would have to guit orders. 
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Medical Legislation in the State of New York.—The Legislature has 
been again throwing open the flood-gates of quackery in order to gratify 
the dear people, says a correspondent. A synopsis of their doings is ap- 
pended from the Tribune :— : 

New York Legislature: Albany, Tuesday, March 5.—The Senate, in 
committee of the whole, took up the bill in relation to medical practice. 
The first section was passed. [Repeals all laws prohibiting any person 
from recovering compensation for services rendered to the sick.] 

The second section was also passed. [Repeals the law of 1830, im- 
posing penalties upon persons attempting to practise without license. ] 

The third section (exempting persons practising medicine without li- 
cense from prosecution or indictment, excepting in cases of mal-practice, 
&c.), being under consideration, Mr. Lott moved to strike out—lost. 

The fourth section was then passed. [Makes irregular practitioners 
liable for mal-practice in the same way that regular practitioners are.]} 

The fifth and last section (which subjects persons practising physic or 
surgery to a fine of not less than $300 and imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding 12 months, when “ convicted of gross ignorance, mal-practice or 
gross immorality ") was next taken up, and the next day adopted after a 
long debate. It is said that Judge S——, of New York, introduced the 
bill, and hus been its chief supporter. He employs a homeopathic physi- 
cian. This spirit of wltra democracy is going to break down everything 
useful in the country. I should not wonder, continues the writer, if our 
State Medical Society resigned their charter, as that of Delaware did, un- 
der like circumstances. 


Massachusetts General Hospital Report, for 1843.—An apology is due 
for not having sooner brought before our readers a notice of this publi- 
cation. It has not happened, for years before, that books and pamphlets 
accumulated faster than room could be found for presenting synopses, at 
least, of their contents. An essential part of this document is Dr. Bell's 
twenty-sixth annual report of the M’Lean Asylum, at Somerville—an im- 
portant appendage of the Massachusetts General Hospital. This report, 
however, must be still longer deferred. | . 

There were admitted into the Hospital, Allen street, from January 1, 
1843, to January 1, 1844, 365 patients. The proportion of deaths to the 
whole number of results, was 1 in 10, nearly. Average number of pa- 
tients, 474. The expenses for 1843, were for stores, $3,857 S80; wages, 
$3,389 54; fuel, $923 39; furniture, $643 02; medicine, $848 43; re- 
pes $741 53; stationary, $13 95; grounds, $12 34; salaries, $850. 

he whole amount of board charged to all the patients during the year, 
was $8,208 87. Of this sum, $5,037 78 was charged to the Trustees. 
for the board of free patients; and the balance of $3,170 09 was receiv- 
ed from paying patients. By analysis of the expenses, it is ascertained 
that the weekly expense of each patient was $456. | A 

We may add, with propriety, that the funds of the Massachusetts Gene- 
tal Hospital are managed by men of the highest standing in this commu: 
nity; and the professional services are rendered by those who are not 
surpassed in any country. The institution is an ornament and an honor 
tothe city of Boston, 
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Worcester Lunatic Hospital.—To our extreme regret, we have not yet 
had the last Report from this Hospital, as in years past about this period, 
It is currently said that Dr. Woodward, the very able and learned medical 
Superintendent of the institution, has leave of absence, from the Trustees, 
for a while, with a view to travel a short time for the restoration of his 
health, impaired by a long and undivided attention to the laborious duties 
of his office. May the wane of his life be as peaceful and cloudless, as: 
his professional exertions in behalf of the wretched, forsaken, insane out- 
cast from society, have been humane, skilful and honorable. sage 

P. S.—Since the above was written, a copy of the Report has been ree’ 
ceived, but too late for further notice this week. sot oe 


Boston Atheneum.—A proposition is now before the citizens of Boston 
in regard to the removal of this valuable institution, to a more central 
and convenient location. Pearl Street is out of the way—and with the 
present increasing commercial enterprise in that neighborhood, it will be 
anything but a quiet place for reading, studious men. In order to accom- 
plish an object so desirable as the erection of a commanding structure 
for the reception of the library, in a central position in the city, a large 
sum of money must first be raised, by a sale of new shares. Gentlemen 
of enlarged views and generous sentiments, are engaged in this popular 
scheme. All persons have an opportunity of becoming joint partners in 
this great and useful undertaking. A committee has been raised to so- 
licit subscriptions from the medical profession. Many have already given 
splendid evidence of their willingness to aid the projectors; and there 
are others who might come up with a helping hand. If 237 new shares 
are taken at $300 each, the handsome sum of $71,000 will be invested— 
making, with the property belonging to the institution, $213,962 88—which 
divided into 500 shares will make each share actually worth $427 92, 
at a cost of only $300. Had we but a moiety of the possessions of 
many of our medical brotherhood in Boston, the removal of the Athe- 
nezum should not be abandoned for the want of funds. Even those of 
moderate means would find the cost of a single share, a good permanent 
investment. If, on account of removal, the owner wished to dispose of it, 
the money for it could be had readily ; the shares have always stood well in 
the market, as property. How much more they will be in demand, with 
a good change of location. 


Suture Needle.—Dr. E. R. Smilie, of Derry, N. H., a gentleman who, 
in addition to those professional attainments which are honored in all 
communities, has a nice mechanical taste, recently devised a suture needle 
that merits the attention of surgeons. Although exceedingly simple, it 
could be understood better with a single glance of the eye, than by whole 
pages of description. The peculiarities of the instrument are mainly 
these, that the eye, instead of being at the extremity, is about half an inc 
from the end, varying, of course, according to the size and length of the 
needle. This part above the eye is square, and fitted into a steel shank, 
which is neatly inserted into an ivory handle. When threaded, the needle - 
is pushed through the integuments by the handle, and after being re-in- 
serted the needle is again received into the handle, to be forced onward as 
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~*eurred at Plattsville. 
*.. 800.—Owing to the culpable i pie of somebody connected with the ana- 
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before. The fact is, it is far easier to sew with it than to describe it,’and 


the process is more rapidly accomplished. 


Medical Miscellauy.—At St. Helena, S. C., scarlet fever is represented 
to have been successfully treated by large doses of jalap, as soon as the 
character of the disease is detected.—The cholera has been again making 
sad havoc in the East Indies—and bids fair, from recent accounts, to mow 
down the inhabitants wy, thousands.—Twenty-two deaths by smallpox oc- 

isconsin, the past. winter, in a population of only 
tomical department of the St. Louis Medical School, things were acci- 
to create a mob. The Judges of some of the courts are to decide what is 
to be done in the matter.—Mr, L. N. Fowler is lecturing in the Island of 
Nantucket, on his favorite science—phrenology.—An edition of Guy’s 
Medical Jurisprudence will appear about the first of April, at New York, 
under the supervision of Dr. Lee, who has made an addition of 200 pages. 
Dr. Lee is also coming out with an American edition of Copland’s Dic- 
tionary, in monthly or bi-monthly numbers of about 180 pages each.—Dr. 
W. T. Parker, of South Boston, speaks highly of giving quinine in ery- 
sipelas, in small doses, when the swelling and inflammation are extending. 
He sometimes prescribes as small a dose as one eighth of a grain, hourly, 
increasing the quantity according to the severity of the symptoms. 
paper from him may be expected on this interesting subject.—A slave 
recently died near Staunton, Virg., 112 years of age. He was a servant 
of Washington, at Braddock’s defeat.—Col. Payere, of London, went 
down in a diving bell lately to examine the bed of the Thames, where he 
remained seven hours—making what vital air was necessary for his con- 
sumption, as long as he tarried below.—Dr. Benjamin Hardinge is lec- 
turing in Boston on mnemonics.—According to the Government tables, it 
appears that 1674 persons died in Vera Cruz in 1843—the population be- 
ing only between 6000 and 8000. . ¥ 


Nortice.—Subscribers in Washington city are informed that there is no agent 
there authorized to receive money due for this Journal.—Those in Tennessee 
are also requested not to make payment to the individual who formerly acted as 
agent in Franklin.—Subscribers in New York city may hand in their subscriptions 
to Mr.C. S. Francis, bookseller, in Broadway. 


To Conresponpents.—Dr. Trow’s case of the late Maj. Griswold will appear 
next week. This case has already been reported in the Journal by Dr. Knowl- 
ton ; but as a difference in diagnosis existed between these gentlemen, and as 
the deceased was at first the patient of Dr. Trow, it is but an act of justice to 
give place to his report.—Dr. Nelson’s account of a new mode of administering 
medicines, and Dr. Mason’s notice of the criticisms of X. X., are also on file for 


Number of deaths in Boston for the week ending March 16, 27.—Males, 8—Females, 19. _ Stiilborn, 1. 
- Of consumption, 8—lung fever, 2—scarlet fever, 1—inflammation of the bowels, 1—hooping cough, 
2—apoplexy, 2—dropsy on the brain, 1—measies, 2—debility, 1—inflammation of the lungs, l—ery- 
sipelas, 1—canker, 1—infantile, 1. 

nder 5 years, 12—between 5 and 20 years, 2—between 20 and 60 years, 10—over 60 years, 3. 
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Medical Books.—Messrs. Wiley and Putnam’s Literary News-letters, 
and monthly register of new books, foreign and American, is a convenient 
messenger. We avail ourselves of its intelligence in regard to recent pub- 
lications of works of science—interesting, particularly, to the medical 
profession. Lea & Blanchard, of Philadelphia, have just issued a new 
edition (the fourth), of Dunglison’s Dictionary of Medical Science—con- 
taining not fewer than two thousand additional subjects and terms. This 
edition has likewise been materially modified, and now certainly offers 
stronger claims to the attention of the practitioner and student than any 

The same publishers have also issued a new edition (the fifth), of Dr. 
Dunglison’s Renta Physiology, with very important additions of much 
valuable matter, besides ninety additional wood-cuts, gl 

New books published in Pasay Tulk and Henfrey’s Anatomice 
Manipulations—or the methods of pursuing practical investigations in 
Comparative Anatomy and Physiology. Also, an introduction to the use 
of the Microscope, with diagrams. 

Lessons on Chemistry. for the use of Pupils in Schools, Junior Students 
in the Universities, and Readers who wish to Learn the Fundamental 
Principles and the Leading Facts. By W. H. Balmain. : 

Natural History, Pathology and Treatment of the Epidemic Fever, at 
present prevailing in Edinburgh and other Towns: illustrated by Cases 
and Dissections. By J. R. Cormack, M.D. : 

On the nature and treatment of Tic Douloureux, Sciatica, and other 
Neuralgic Disorders. By H. Hunt, M.D. 

Lectures on the Theory and Practice of Midwifery, delivered in the 
Theatre of St. George’s Hospital. By R. Lee, M.D.,F.R.S. Illustrated 
with numerous wood engravings. : ‘i 

Medicines: their Uses and Mode of Administration; including a com- 
plete Conspectus of the Three British Pharmacopeias, an Account of all 
the eh emedies, and an Appendix of Formule. By J. Moore Neli- 

n, M.D. 
eg PN on Electricity, comprising Galvanism, Magnetism, Electro- 
Magnetism, Magneto and Thermo-Electricity. By H. M. Noad. A new 
and enlarged edition, with nearly three hundred wood-cuts. 

Cyclopedia of Natural Science.—Vegetable Physiology and Botany. 
By W. B. Carpenter, M.D. 

Notes on Natural History ; selected from the ‘“ Microscopic Cabinet.” 
Illustrated by ten colored engravings, from original drawings made by C. 
R. Goring, M.D. By A. Pritchard. 

Glossology ; or, the Additional Means of Diagnosis of Disease to be 
Derived from Indications and Appearances of the Tongue. By B. 
Ridge, M.D. | 

Essay on the Physiognomy of Serpents. By H. Schlegel, translated 

_ Apothecary’s Text book on Private Disease. att 
Two Essays on the Diseases of the Spine: 1. On Angular Curvature 
of the Spine, and its Treatment; 2. On the Treatment of Lateral Cur- 
vature by Gravitation, Lateral Exercise, &c. By R. A. Stafford. 

A Practical Chart of Diseases of the Skin. By G. A. Walker. Fold- - 
ed in 8vo. cloth case. 

Winslow—On the Plea of Insanity in Criminal Cases. 


a 
A 


